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Transmission. The injection of tissue cells or a filtrate of the
infected tissue will transmit the disease. Transmission by contact
does not ordinarily occur.
Characteristics of the Disease. Rous-sarcoma virus induces tu-
mor formation of connective tissue which metastasizes readily to vari-
ous organs of the body. Death may result in 2 to 5 weeks following
inoculation of the virus. All birds which are artificially exposed do
not develop tumors, and it has been shown that resistance to
infection is sometimes attributable to genetic factors.
Pathological Changes. The parent cell of the sarcoma is the
normal histiocyte. At the point of infection a nodule is formed
which enlarges and becomes necrotic or cystic and often contains
a brownish sanguinous fluid mixed with mucoid exudate. Meta-
static lesions occur in the heart, liver, and lungs, and the infected
bird becomes emaciated, weak, and depressed, and finally dies.
Immunity. Rous-sarcoma virus is antigenic, and antibodies have
been demonstrated which will neutralize the virus. Antigenic rela-
tionships have been shown between Rous-sarcoma virus and other
sarcoma viruses such as the Fujinami, Mill Hill 1 and 2 strains
which have been isolated from fowl tumors,
Diagnosis. A diagnosis of transmissible tumor of fowl depends
upon reproduction of the condition by the injection of cell-free
filtrates of infected tissue.
Rabbit Oral-Papillomatosis Virus
Proposed Name. Molitor gingivalis.
Disease Produced. Rabbit mouth warts.
Hosts Affected. Rabbits.
History and Distribution. The virus of oral papillomatosis
of rabbits was discovered by Kidd and Parsons in 1936 in a rabbit
with induced Vitamin A deficiency. Later these investigators found
similar papillomas in the oral mucous membranes of "normal"
domestic rabbits.
Properties of the Virus. Rabbit oral papilloma virus passes
Berkefeld V and N filters.
Transmission. Usually transmission accompanies injury of the
mucous membrane and simultaneous exposure to the virus. Older
animals are more resistant to exposure.
Characteristics of the Disease. Benign papillomas occur on the
lower surface of the tongue and occasionally on the gums or floor
of the mouth.
Immunity. Resistance to the rabbit oral papilloma virus re-
sults after recovery from the infection.